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Welcome to a new year with Water First! The colder temperatures have moved in and fieldwork has slowed, but there’s
plenty of activity happening across all three programs, and more being planned. Interns continue to do the hard work of
becoming certified water professionals, and students are engaged in water science workshops across the country.

We also like to spend this time of year reflecting on the work we’ve done and the work that’s still to come. We hope
you’ll join us as we enter 2026 with a commitment to continue our work to help ensure that safe, clean water flows
through taps and waterways in Indigenous communities across Canada.

2025 in review: our annual 2025 at a glance:

. . I
report is available now! The Drinking Water Program launched a new internship model in

southwestern Ontario, seeing individual First Nations from across a
broad region participate in the program for the first time! The Drinking
Water Internship continues to break down barriers to training and build
capacity in Indigenous communities.

From the launch of a brand new
internship model to the graduation of
our first Environmental Water Interns,
2025 was a year of innovation,
collaboration, and impactful growth. - 35 Indigenous adults from 22 communities participated in
We invite you to dive into stories internships to become certified Water Operators
highlighting the dedication of program
participants, partner communities, staff,

and supporters in Safe Water Needs
Skilled People, available now. - Interns earned 67 provincially-recognized certifications in both

Manitoba and Ontario

« Interns spent 29,890 hands-on hours training in local water
treatment plants and with Water First trainers

The Environmental Water Program graduated its very first Interns

and kept busy with a robust schedule of delivering community-based
programming. And after a full audit, the Environmental Careers
Organization of Canada (ECO Canada) granted full accreditation to the
EW Internship, awarding four professional designations to the program!

«  The very first Environmental Water Interns became Graduates!

- 58 Indigenous adults participated in programs tailored to address
community-based water challenges

- 11,351 hours of hands-on, in-the-field training was provided by
Water First trainers

The School Water Program hit the ground running in 2025, visiting
dozens of classrooms, engaging thousands of students, and celebrating
important milestones along the way. We can’t think of a better way of
sparking curiosity in young learners and promoting the many pathways
to a future career in water science.

Read the full report . 506 workshops were delivered to 2,691 Indigenous students
Scan the QR Code or visit
waterfirst.ngo/ar2025 . 25 Indigenous communities participated in School Water

programming

«  Students earned 21 high school credits during the summer!


https://waterfirst.ngo/ar2025

Collaboration is at the heart of everything we do

Collaboration and reciprocal learning are at the heart of everything we |mportant
W First. Wi k hi ith ities th h .
do at . ater First. We seek partnerships wit commun|t|e§t fat see the upcoming dates
value in our programs, but the success of our programming is the result of
the unique consultation model that begins long before an internship or a February
classroom visit. We’re grateful for the input, support, and engagement of
2  World Wetlands Day

all those who continue to trust us to do this work together. Miigwetch.
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BECOME A

Monthly Donor

e, . Eo Become a monthly donor and
e be part of the work we’re doing
to support the next generation
of water scientists through 2026
Save the date! andibeel]
Your monthly gift will help ensure

Our next Vll'tual event is commg up safe, sustainable water solutions
Wednesday, April 22, 2026, Noon in Indigenous communities
Join us on Earth Day for an engaging panel discussion across Canada.

on the many ways Water First Safe Water Needs

Skilled People, a lively panel discussion. You'll hear Visit waterfirst.ngo/donate

from Water First staff, community leaders, and program

participants about the work they are doing in the water Register now
i i e i S QR Cod
science field and as water protectors. This is a free, e ator et o
virtual-only event. Hope to see you there! spring2026event
For more information, contact Ami Gopal, Director of Development Are you following us on
at ami.gopal@waterfirst.ngo or 1-800-970-8467 ext. 106 social media? Connect

with us today!
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