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Summer News from Water First

How are you putting water first this summer? You can collect rainwater in a barrel; enjoy a day on our beautiful
lakes, and become a monthly Water First donor! Supporting education and training of water operators in Indigenous
communities is one important way you can put water first as you enjoy the summer. Thanks for joining us!

Eleven Drinking Water Graduates Ready to Lead

After 15 months of hands-on learning and community-based training, 11 interns
from Interlake Reserves Tribal Council (IRTC) have graduated from the Drinking
Water Internship Program — Water First’s inaugural internship in Manitoba.

The interns have earned 25 certifications, including Class 1 water treatment
and wastewater credentials; logged more than 1,800 hours of hands-on
experience, and taken part in technical workshops with Water First trainers.
Their graduation marks a major milestone — not only for the interns and their
communities, but also for the future of the program. Congratulations to all the
grads! For more on this story, visit: waterfirst.ngo/program-update/spring-2025/

The Southern Ontario Drinking Water Internship has Begun!

We’re proud to announce the launch of another Drinking Water Internship,

in conjunction with eight Indigenous communities across Southern Ontario.
The Internship marks a new model for Water First: a partnership with many
individual First Nations across a broad region. This approach will help support
communities who were not able to participate in past internships, unaffiliated
communities, or those seeking to build additional capacity. This move supports
Water First’'s commitment to help develop these critical projects across the
country.

Welcome, and good luck to the new Drinking Water Interns!

Interns and Students Team
up for STEM Festival Fun

Recently, Environmental Water
Interns teamed up with our School
Water team to host a STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math) Festival in Sault Ste.
Marie. This event saw more than 65
students explore water science and
pathways to environmental careers
through fun, hands-on activities.
The interns helped lead activities,
share stories, and encourage the
next generation to get curious
about water, all while fulfilling an
important part of their own learning
journey. We love this example of
the mentorship that begins even
before the interns graduate!


https://waterfirst.ngo/program-update/spring-2025/ 

A Sign to Put Water First

Communications Assistant, Dominique Ireland of Oneida Nation
of the Thames, demonstrates the ASL sign for water (left), and the
Oneida Sign Language sign for water (right), which emphasizes
the concept of “Water is sacred.” Thanks for the demonstration,

Dominique!

Monthly Giving, Daily Impact

Become a monthly donor and be part of the work we’re doing
to support the next generation of water scientists through 2025
and beyond! Your monthly gift will help ensure safe, sustainable
water solutions in Indigenous communities across Canada.

“We became Water First monthly
donors for planning purposes. We
can avoid a pile up of donations and
expenses, especially at the end of
the year, and Water First knows
what’s coming in every month. It
makes sense for us and for Water
First.”

- Sandra and Murray Lackie, proud Water
First supporters since 2017

It's the heart of summer but we’re already planning for the
important work of going back to school! Be sure to like and
follow us on our socials to find out how Water First helps put
clean water education in classrooms across Canada. Connect
with us today!

Visit waterfirst.ngo/donate

For more information, contact Ami Gopal, Director of Development at

ami.gopal@waterfirst.ngo or 1-800-970-8467 ext. 106

Water First Education & Training Inc.
10 Francis St. E., Creemore, ON LOM 1GO

School is In!

This summer, the School Water team will

be returning to Rama First Nation for the
second year and Beausoleil First Nation

for the fifth year to deliver the GeoSTEAM
course! This multi-week, hands-on program
will see 21 students earn a high school credit
by diving deep into water science concepts.
GeoSTEAM also introduces students to
potential career paths in water science at a
pivotal time in their education.

Upcoming Important Dates

August
12 International Youth Day

September

23 International Day of Sign
Languages, including
recognized Indigenous sign
languages in Canada

30 Orange Shirt Day (National
Day for Truth and
Reconciliation)
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