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Welcome to the new year! During the winter it may be tempting to stay in and slow down, but at Water First, we’re using
the colder months to catch up, look back, and plan ahead.

We're starting the year with the release of our 2024 Annual Report, Growing Well, highlighting statistics and stories that
illustrate the impact of our work. Water First is Canada’s only non-profit working directly with Indigenous communities

to help address complex water challenges through training and education. We hope the stories we share inspire and
motivate you to continue to support this work as much as they inspire and motivate us to continue doing it.

The 2024 Annual Report 2024 at a glance:

is available now

The Drinking Water Program continued its commitment to train
Indigenous adults to become certified water treatment operators, and
expanded program delivery into Manitoba — the first internship outside
of Ontario!

Growing Well, Water First’'s 2024
Annual Report, is here! A snapshot

of the past year, the report includes
stories of impact, growth, and
dedication. It highlights the impressive
efforts of staff, supporters, interns, and
partner communities. « 26 provincially-recognized certifications were earned by interns

o 29,610 hours of training in local water treatment plants was
undertaken

o 12 communities partnered with the Drinking Water team

The Environmental Water Program launched its very first Internship
to train Indigenous adults in Environmental Water and Fish Resource
Management!

» 10 communities participated in Environmental Water programming

o 39 people participated in Environmental Water workshops, courses,
or internships

« 5,037 hours of hands-on field training were offered
The School Water Program engaged even more Indigenous students,

in hands-on STEM courses, showcasing pathways to careers in water
science and drinking water sectors.

o 21 summer high school credits were earned
1,902 students participated in the School Water Program

o 18 communities partnered with the Schools team

Scan the QR Code or visit
waterfirst.ngo/about-us/
J= annual-report-2024/




Safe Water Needs Skilled People

March 19, 2025, 12:00pm - 1:00pm EDT

Save the date! Our next virtual event is coming up

Join us as we celebrate World Water Day with Safe Water Needs Skilled
People, a lively panel discussion. You’ll hear from Water First staff,
community leaders, and program participants about the work they are
doing in the water science field and as water protectors. This is a free,
virtual-only event. Hope to see you there!

RSVP at waterfirst.ngo/events

We have merch!

You’ve been asking and now our
famous blue toques are available

for purchase! The hats, as seen on

a friend of ours, a limited edition
hoodie designed in collaboration

with Indigenous artist, Soul, and more
fantastic merchandise is now available
to buy from the Water First store. All
proceeds from the sales of Water First
merchandise goes to support our
training and education programming.

Support safe, clean water and look
great while doing it!

Visit shop.waterfirst.ngo

A Nobel Prize-sized donation

This past fall, Water First was honoured to be the recipient of a $350,000
donation from recent Nobel Prize Winner, Dr. Geoffrey Hinton.

Dr. Hinton was awarded the prize for his groundbreaking contributions in
the field of artificial intelligence. The donation to Water First represents
half of his share of the prize winnings.

As a scientist and educator, Dr. Hinton praised the Water First model of
providing STEM education to build capacity in Indigenous communities.
“When you provide education, you’ve now got somebody who can keep
the water safe for forty years.”

Thank you, Dr. Hinton; we are thrilled to be able to continue the work we
do thanks to the kindness and generosity of supporters like you.

For more information, contact Ami Gopal, Director of Development
at ami.gopal@waterfirst.ngo or 1-800-970-8467 ext. 106
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Important
upcoming dates

February

2 World Wetlands Day

1 International Day of Women
and Girls in Science

March

3 World Wildlife Day
8 International Women’s Day
15 Essential Workers Day

20 Spring Equinox, Two-Spirit
and Indigenous LGBTQIA+
Celebration and Awareness
Day

21 National Indigenous Water
Operators Day

22 World Water Day

BECOME A

Monthly Donor

Become a monthly donor and
be part of the work we’re doing
to support the next generation

of water scientists through 2025
and beyond!

Your monthly gift will help ensure
safe, sustainable water solutions
in Indigenous communities
across Canada.

Visit waterfirst.ngo/donate

0000

Follow us on social media:
@waterfirstngo



