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Fall Is In The Air
Nothing signals the arrival of autumn like the excitement of students heading back to class, and at Water First, we have 
many of these new beginnings to celebrate. 
For our Schools Water team, the beginning of autumn means a return to Indigenous classrooms. For our brand new 
Environmental Water interns, it means embarking on a journey that will lead to certification in water and fish resources 
management. And for our most recent Drinking Water Internship graduates, it means the start of a future as certified 
water operators. 
We’re proud to highlight these achievements and more, and thank you for joining us as we start another season of 
supporting sustained access to clean water, together. 

Congratulations, Graduates! 
Congratulations to the graduates of the Ogemawahj 
Tribal Council Drinking Water Internship! 
During the 15-month internship program, each intern: 
•	 Accumulated 1,800+ hours of on-the-job experience 
•	 Participated in eight week-long in-person workshops
•	 Earned provincially-recognized certifications
•	 Will remain part of the Water First family through our 

Alumni Network, offering peer mentorship, support, 
and ongoing professional development!

Water First’s paid Drinking Water Internship recruits Indigenous adults to the water science field. Having qualified, 
local personnel supports communities in sustaining access to safe, clean drinking water for the long term.

“Working with Water First, the collaboration was phenomenal. I would love to see this again – 
to train more of our community members to be water operators and water protectors. We just 

created eight new water advocates from our communities, and I’m so proud of that.”

Mary McCue-King, Executive Director of Ogemawahj Tribal Council

Checking In On Our First Environmental Water Internship
After launching this summer, the first Environmental Water Internship is 
off to a great start! During the 15-month paid internship, the participants 
from Mamaweswen, The North Shore Tribal Council, will develop the 
professional and technical skills needed to work in water and fish resource 
management. 
The interns have already completed their orientation and several 
workshops, and are on track to gain certifications in the coming months. 
Congratulations to our inaugural Enviro interns on their success so far!
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All Together Now!
In September, the Water First staff gathered at the beautiful Mansfield 
Outdoor Centre near our offices in Creemore, Ontario, for four days of in-
person work and learning together. 
With staff situated across Canada and ranging from remote and hybrid 
set-ups, to “ in-office” and “in-the-field” work, the time we spend together 
is the perfect opportunity to catch up, meet new faces, and make some 
future plans. 
Our time together is always jam-packed with amazing activities, learning 
opportunities, reflection, and brainstorming – and yes, we leave some 
time for fun. And when we all leave for home once again, it’s with an even 
greater sense of energy, enthusiasm and excitement for the work we do 
and the people we do it with!

For more information, contact Ami Gopal, Director of Development
at ami.gopal@waterfirst.ngo or 1-800-970-8467 ext. 106

Water First Education & Training Inc.
10 Francis St. E., Creemore, ON L0M 1G0
1-800-970-8467 | info@waterfirst.ngo | www.waterfirst.ngo
Charitable Registration No: 83852 5269 RR0001

Follow us on social media:
@waterfirstngo

Important Upcoming Dates
November 5-11: Treaties Week
November 7: International Inuit Day 
November 16: Louis Riel Day
December 21: Winter Solstice

Thank You
F O R  S U P P O R T I N G 

W A T E R  F I R S T

To continue this important work 
together, please visit our website at 

www.waterfirst.ngo

School’s In
In August, the School Water team 
wrapped up a busy summer, 
supporting students as they 
earned more than 20 high 
school credits through Water 
First’s Summer High School 
Credit Course. That brings the 
total number of credits earned 
through this program to 105!
But there wasn’t much time 
for a summer vacation as our teachers and educators transitioned right 
into the busy school year, with a plan to deliver week-long water science 
workshops in Indigenous schools in Ontario, Newfoundland and Labrador, 
and Manitoba before the end of this year. These hands-on programs 
for students in Kindergarten through Grade 12 offer a chance to explore 
STEM-based learning in the classroom and on the land. Water First 
instructors collaborate with each community to engage local Knowledge 
Keepers and experts to share their insights, and hope to inspire students’ 
curiosity and interest in a future career in water science. We think this 
team deserves all the top marks!

Mark Your Calendar
Join us online for our annual 
virtual event, The Voices Behind 
Safe, Clean Water on Thursday, 
November 21st at 12:00 pm - 1:30 
pm EST. Watch for more details 
about our speakers in the coming 
weeks. Register now: https://form-
can.keela.co/2024FallEvent

Merch Alert!
Our famous blue beanies are 
launching November 15!  Stay tuned 
for more information on how to 
order and give a gift that makes a 
difference this holiday season!

Water First Is a 5    Charity
For the third year in a row, Charity 
Intelligence has awarded Water 
First a 5 star rating and named it a 
Top 100 Charity in Canada! Thank 
you for recognizing the dedication, 
transparency, accountability, 
and results of our organization. 
Learn more here: https://www.
charityintelligence.ca/charity-
profiles/top-100-rated-charities-2
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