
The Beaver
An excerpt by Dr. Duke Redbird

Bagaskaadagaazii means
splashing through water

Onda'ibaan means
source of water

Agwamo means
floats on water

Nbiish means
a lot of water

LIVING, LAUGHING,  TUMBLING LIQUID LIFE

WATERFALLS, BROOKS AND STREAMS

THESE ARE THE HIGHWAYS FOR LIFE 'S DREAMS

WATER RISES from turtle island as 
WATER VAPOUR, CONDENSES and 
falls back down to join lakes, rivers, or 
even sink underground! WATER will 
keep changing forms in this pattern. A 
pattern in nature is called a CYCLE! This 
pattern is called THE WATER CYCLE!

The Water Cycle
on Turtle Island

Water in
Anishnaabemowin
translates to nibi

Some Anishnaabemowin 
water terms:



 is heated by the sun
and some of it turns into a  we call

. This rises into the sky.

Condensation

As  becomes cold it
turns back into a . You can now
see it floating in the sky as clouds!

The  in the sky
groups together into drops. 
They’re too heavy to stay
in the sky, so back down

they come as  If it is cold,
the water falls down as .

Precipitation
Evaporation


