
About our Environmental Water Program

Program Flyers

•	 Environmental Water Internship
•	 Community-Based Projects

Program Videos

•	 Environmental Water Internship Overview
•	 Community-Based Projects Overview
•	 Volunteer Advisor, Murray Richardson, on why he 

supports our work

Much More Than Water: Spotlight on Mentorship Virtual 
Event Highlights, Fall 2025

Latest Program Updates

•	 Fall 2026
•	 Fall 2025
•	 Summer 2024

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  W A T E R 
P R O G R A M  R E S O U R C E S

News Articles & Interviews

	� Water First internships advance water knowledge 
for young Indigenous professionals and their 
communities, Up North with Jonathan Pinto, CBC 
Radio, July 23, 2026

	� Conservation internship launches for Indigenous 
adults, North Bay Nugget, July 12, 2026 

	� Wolseley Canada gives $10,000 to Water First in 
honour of World Plumbing Day, The Burlington 
Gazette, March 6, 2026

	� Water First begins construction of operations hub, 
The Creemore Echo, February 20, 2026

	� Serena Ryder kicks off Merry Myths tour in Calgary, 
City News Calgary, Novermber 26, 2025

	� First graduates of Environmental Water Internship 
strengthen Indigenous water stewardship, Water 
Canada, October 24, 2025

	� Indigenous intern program highlighted as ‘success’, 
The Sault Star, October 20, 2025

	� ‘Our water should never be that dirty’: the water 
crisis in First Nations is about staffing too, The 
Narwhal, September 19, 2025

https://waterfirst.ngo/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Environmental-Internship-4-Pager.pdf
https://waterfirst.ngo/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Environmental-Water-Program-Overview-REDUCED.pdf
https://youtu.be/GfFEZ4nWltU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RgxHyZJIlGA&t=7s
https://waterfirst.ngo/video-library/environmental-water/
https://waterfirst.ngo/video-library/environmental-water/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/nov2025-virtual-event/
https://waterfirst.ngo/program-update/its-field-season-all-the-news-from-the-water-first-environmental-water-program/
https://waterfirst.ngo/program-update/wade-in-all-the-news-from-the-water-first-environmental-water-program/
https://waterfirst.ngo/program-update/environmental-water-program-2/
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-84-up-north/clip/16228017-water-first-internships-advance-water-knowledge-young-indigenous
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-84-up-north/clip/16228017-water-first-internships-advance-water-knowledge-young-indigenous
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-84-up-north/clip/16228017-water-first-internships-advance-water-knowledge-young-indigenous
https://www.nugget.ca/news/conservation-internship-launches-for-indigenous-adults
https://www.nugget.ca/news/conservation-internship-launches-for-indigenous-adults
https://burlingtongazette.ca/wolseley-canada-gives-10000-to-water-first-in-honour-of-world-plumbing-day/
https://burlingtongazette.ca/wolseley-canada-gives-10000-to-water-first-in-honour-of-world-plumbing-day/
https://creemore.com/2026/02/20/water-first-begins-construction-of-operations-hub/
https://calgary.citynews.ca/2025/11/26/calgary-serena-ryder-merry-myths/
https://www.watercanada.net/first-graduates-of-environmental-water-internship-strengthen-indigenous-water-stewardship/
https://www.watercanada.net/first-graduates-of-environmental-water-internship-strengthen-indigenous-water-stewardship/
https://www.saultstar.com/news/indigenous-intern-program-highlighted-as-success
https://thenarwhal.ca/water-treatment-plants-ontario/
https://thenarwhal.ca/water-treatment-plants-ontario/


	� These entrepreneurs are using their canned 
water to improve access to safe drinking water 
for Indigenous communities, The Globe and Mail, 
August 14, 2025

	� Kudos to plumbing supplier for supporting the 
water needs of Indigenous communities, Burlington 
Gazette, March 11, 2025

	� A Nobel Prize-powered gift from Geoffrey Hinton 
is boosting an Ontario water charity, Global News, 
December 10, 2024

	� Water First: Collaborating on Local Water 
Challenges, Make the World Better Magazine, 
November 2024

	� Fresh Air with Ismaila Alfa, CBC, November 3, 2024

	� AI guru and Nobel winner Geoffrey Hinton donates 
half of prize money to clean-water charity for 
Indigenous peoples, The Globe and Mail, October 
29, 2024

	� Water First Launches New Program Together with 
Six First Nations Communities in Ontario, Water 
Canada, June 19, 2024

	� Water quality training for those who have the most 
to protect, National Observer, June 18, 2024

	� Water Canada Awards celebrates the industry’s 
best in Ottawa, Water Canada, June 9, 2023

	� When Indigenous youth succeed, whole 
communities benefit, CareerWise, February 6, 2023

	� First Nations Environmental Contaminants Program: 
Successful outcomes and positive impacts from 
community-based projects, Indigenous Services 
Canada, September 21, 2022

	� Addressing Water Challenges in Indigenous 
Communities, Daybreak Magazine, Volume 2, May 
2021

Kelsey Roy, Land Guardian and Water First 
Graduate 

In 2025, this short documentary follows 
Kelsey Roy, a Water First Environmental 
Water Internship graduate, as she shares her 
experience in the program and how it shaped 
her skills, confidence, and connection to her 
community. Kelsey describes what water means 
to her, why this work inspires her, and the 
hopes she carries for the future health of the 
water in her community.

Produced in partnership with Untold 
Storytelling, the film offers an engaging and 
heartfelt look at Kelsey’s journey and vision.

Watch Film

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/small-business/article-these-entrepreneurs-are-using-their-canned-water-to-improve-access-to/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/small-business/article-these-entrepreneurs-are-using-their-canned-water-to-improve-access-to/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/small-business/article-these-entrepreneurs-are-using-their-canned-water-to-improve-access-to/
https://burlingtongazette.ca/kudos-to-plumbing-supplier-for-supporting-the-water-needs-of-indigenous-communities/
https://burlingtongazette.ca/kudos-to-plumbing-supplier-for-supporting-the-water-needs-of-indigenous-communities/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10911750/geoffrey-hinton-nobel-prize-organization-investment/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10911750/geoffrey-hinton-nobel-prize-organization-investment/
https://sparxpg.com/blog/mtwb-water-first-collaborating-on-local-water-challenges/?utm_source=WaterFirst&utm_medium=featuredcompany&utm_campaign=backlink
https://sparxpg.com/blog/mtwb-water-first-collaborating-on-local-water-challenges/?utm_source=WaterFirst&utm_medium=featuredcompany&utm_campaign=backlink
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-193-fresh-air/clip/16105949-nobel-prize-winner-geoffrey-hinton-donated-half-prize
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-ai-guru-and-nobel-winner-geoffrey-hinton-donates-half-of-prize-money/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-ai-guru-and-nobel-winner-geoffrey-hinton-donates-half-of-prize-money/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-ai-guru-and-nobel-winner-geoffrey-hinton-donates-half-of-prize-money/
https://www.watercanada.net/water-first-launches-new-program-together-with-six-first-nations-communities-in-ontario/
https://www.watercanada.net/water-first-launches-new-program-together-with-six-first-nations-communities-in-ontario/
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2024/06/18/news/Indigenous-water-quality-educational-program
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2024/06/18/news/Indigenous-water-quality-educational-program
https://www.watercanada.net/water-canada-awards-celebrates-industrys-best-ottawa/
https://www.watercanada.net/water-canada-awards-celebrates-industrys-best-ottawa/
https://careerwise.ceric.ca/2023/02/06/when-indigenous-youth-succeed-whole-communities-benefit/#.Y-D4ROzMKuU
https://careerwise.ceric.ca/2023/02/06/when-indigenous-youth-succeed-whole-communities-benefit/#.Y-D4ROzMKuU
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1655904022428/1655904069592#chap5
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1655904022428/1655904069592#chap5
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1655904022428/1655904069592#chap5
https://waterfirst.ngo/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/DAYBREAK_V.2_STRONG-COFFEE_WATER-FIRST-1.pdf
https://waterfirst.ngo/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/DAYBREAK_V.2_STRONG-COFFEE_WATER-FIRST-1.pdf
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/kelsey-roy-land-guardian-and-water-first-graduate/


Articles on waterfirst.ngo 

	� Better Together: Continuing our journey with 
Brunswick House First Nation, August 18, 2023

	� Part of the Hive: Working together for lasting 
results, August 14, 2023

	� Building Confidence, Strengthening Connections, 
July 7, 2023

	� Adaptability in Action, June 20, 2023

	� Long-Term Connections for Sustainable Outcomes, 
May 16, 2023

	� Understanding Cumulative Effects on Fish 
Populations with Innu Nation, April 17, 2023

	� Bringing Communities Together to Explore Winter 
Water Science, March 31, 2023

	� Monitoring the impacts of climate change with 
Brunswick House First Nation, January 23, 2023 

	� Chapleau High School Students Help With Climate 
Monitoring Study, July 2022

	� Inter-program Collaborations in Naskapi, June 2022

	� Connecting Youth, Science, Water, and Community, 
January 2022

	� A Nation Equipping Themselves to Steward Their 
Water and Fish, December 2021

	� Climate Change and Fish Habitat Monitoring Project 
in Labrador Continues, December 2021

	� Water Sampling with members of the Cree Nation 
Government, October 2021

	� Collaboration in Labrador Began This Summer, 
October, 2021	

	� Skills training to meet a community’s vision, April 
2021

	� A Visit to Long Point First Nation in Winneway, 
Quebec, November 2020

	� New environmental project kicks-off in northern 
Quebec, September 2019

	� We called ourselves The Food Crew, April 2019

	� Habitat Restoration: Walleye spawning site in the 
Kipawa Watershed, May 2018

https://waterfirst.ngo/news/title/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/title/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/part-of-the-hive-working-together-for-lasting-results/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/part-of-the-hive-working-together-for-lasting-results/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/building-confidence-strengthening-connections/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/adaptability-in-action/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/long-term-connections-for-sustainable-outcomes/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/understanding-cumulative-effects-on-fish-populations-with-innu-nation/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/understanding-cumulative-effects-on-fish-populations-with-innu-nation/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/bringing-communities-together-to-explore-winter-water-science/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/bringing-communities-together-to-explore-winter-water-science/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/monitoring-the-impacts-of-climate-change-with-brunswick-house-first-nation/?swcfpc=1
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/monitoring-the-impacts-of-climate-change-with-brunswick-house-first-nation/?swcfpc=1
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/chapleau-high-school-students-help-with-climate-monitoring-study/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/chapleau-high-school-students-help-with-climate-monitoring-study/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/inter-program-collaborations-in-naskapi/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/connecting-youth-science-water-and-community/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/a-nation-equipping-themselves/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/a-nation-equipping-themselves/
https://waterfirst.ngo/esri-storymap/collaboration-in-labrador-continued/
https://waterfirst.ngo/esri-storymap/collaboration-in-labrador-continued/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/cree-nation-of-nemaska/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/cree-nation-of-nemaska/
https://waterfirst.ngo/esri-storymap/collaboration-in-labrador-began-this-summer/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/skills-training-to-meet-a-communitys-vision/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/a-visit-to-long-point-first-nation-in-winneway-quebec/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/a-visit-to-long-point-first-nation-in-winneway-quebec/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/new-environmental-project-in-northern-quebec/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/new-environmental-project-in-northern-quebec/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/we-called-ourselves-the-food-crew/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/habitat-restoration-bois-franc/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/habitat-restoration-bois-franc/
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Community-Based Projects
Ontario

	� Atikameksheng Anishnawbek
	� Batchewana First Nation
	� Brunswick House First Nation
	� Chippewas of Nawash Unceded 
First Nation

	� Chippewas of Saugeen First 
Nation

	� Fort Albany First Nation
	� Garden River First Nation
	� Long Lake First Nation
	� Matachewan First Nation
	� Mississauga First Nation
	� Mississaugas of the Credit First 
Nation

	� Sagamok Anishnawbek
	� Serpent River First Nation
	� Shawanaga First Nation
	� Taykwa Tagamou First Nation
	� Temagami First Nation
	� Thessalon First Nation
	� Wahgoshig First Nation

Quebec
	� Conseil des Abénakis d’Odanak
	� Conseil des Abénakis de Wôlinak
	� Cree First Nation of Waswanipi
	� Cree Nation of Nemaska
	� Gesgapegiag Mi’gmaq First 
Nation

	� Kebaowek First Nation
	� Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg
	� Listuguj Mi’gmaq First Nation
	� Long Point First Nation
	� Mohawk Council of Kanesatake
	� Mushuau Innu First Nation
	� Naskapi Nation of 
Kawawachikamach

	� Nation Huronne Wendat
	� Oujé-Bougoumou Cree Nation
	� Timiskaming First Nation

Newfoundland & Labrador
	� Sheshatshiu Innu First Nation

Internships
NSTC (2024-2025)

	� Atikameksheng Anishnawbek
	� Batchewana First Nation
	� Garden River First Nation
	� Mississauga First Nation
	� Sagamok Anishnawbek
	� Serpent River First Nation
	� Thessalon First Nation

Georgian Bay (2026-2027)
	� Atikameksheng Anishnawbek
	� Henvey Inlet First Nation
	� Magnetawan First Nation
	� Wahnapitae First Nation
	� Wasauksing First Nation

T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S


