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			What We Do
		

				

				
				
							Our work helps address water challenges in Indigenous communities in Canada through education, training and meaningful collaboration. It is just one part of a solution to the water crisis facing many Indigenous communities.
						

				

				

		
				
				
			
			
											

											OUR WORK
											
									
	
											

											Drinking Water
											
									
	
											

											Environmental Water
											
									
	
											

											Schools Program
											
									


				

				

				
				
						
											

											WHY WE DO IT
											
									
	
											

											The Need for Training
											
									
	
											

											Nurturing Interconnectivity
											
									
	
											

											Program Impacts
											
									
	
											

											Where We Work
											
									


				

				

				

				

		
		
				
				
			What You Can Do
		

				

				
				
							There are many ways to contribute to the work of Water First. Whether it’s through a single or monthly donation, planned gift or hosting a fundraiser, we invite you to explore how you can be part of the solution.
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							Our Indigenous Advisory Council members provide valuable feedback on our programs and delivery in communities.
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			Safe water can mean a lot of things
		

				

				
				
							At Water First, safe water means education and training. It means building local capacity. It means skilled, passionate people working in their communities. 
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			Sustainable access to safe, clean water in Indigenous communities continues to be a pressing issue in Canada.
		

				

				
				
							Nobody understands the evolving challenges and needs more than the people who live there. Drinking water challenges are complex: in some communities, local concerns may be around infrastructure, for others, source water contamination. And numerous communities have challenges recruiting and training young Indigenous adults to join the drinking water field.
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			14% of First Nation communities are affected by a drinking water advisory.
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			21% of First Nation communities are affected by a drinking water advisory.
		

				

				

				

					

				

		
		
				
				
			To be clear, technology and infrastructure alone do not provide clean and reliable drinking water.
		

				

				
				
							The people who run and maintain the systems are critical. Existing water treatment staff are doing a great job with available resources, however many Indigenous communities in Canada have identified the need for more young, local, qualified personnel to support solving water issues, independently and for the long term.
There aren’t enough local opportunities for young Indigenous adults to gain the required training, skills, and experience to become water operators, so Water First’s Drinking Water Internship Program is designed to bring technical training opportunities directly to communities. This program supports young Indigenous adults through a locally-based, paid internship to become certified water treatment plant operators.
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			Our work alone is not a solution to the water crisis facing many Indigenous communities.
		

				

				
				
							Supporting the training and education of water plant operators has been identified by many communities as critical to the sustainability of local efforts to provide safe & clean drinking water.
Through collaboration, the Internship is adapted with each Indigenous community partner based on local, community-identified needs. It is welcomed by Indigenous communities that view training and skill development as one critical solution to addressing local drinking water challenges.
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							An effective solution to a long-standing problem. 						
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							Strengthen fisheries, improve water quality.						
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							SCHOOLS PROGRAM						

					
											
							Engage Indigenous youth and get them out on the land.						
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Ward Family Foundation



Esri Canada
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iA Financial Group
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Gore Mutual



Ruben & So Foundation



D.H. Gordon Foundation



				

															

																	

		

				

				

					

				

		
				

		
					
				
				
			Strong communities. Safe, clean water.
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							info@waterfirst.ngo    |    1-800-970-8467
Water First has been rated a 5-Star, Top 100 charity by Charity Intelligence (Ci), an organization that conducts assessments of non-profits to promote transparency, accountability and a focus on results in the charitable sector. Ci’s rating is based on financial transparency, results reporting, demonstrated impact, need for funding, and cents to the cause.
Water First acknowledges that our main office lies within the traditional territory of the Petun and the Anishnaabeg, which consist of the Odawa, Ojibwe, and the Pottawatomi nations. The region in which we live and work has been a site of human activity for approximately 15,000 years, with Indigenous peoples being the sole inhabitants until as recently as 500 years ago. Water First is located on the territory covered by Lake Simcoe-Nottawasaga Treaty No. 18, of 1818. Today, this area is still the home to many Indigenous peoples from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to work with the community in this territory.
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							Drinking water advisory statistics are for federally maintained systems on First Nations reserve lands only. These numbers do not include private systems or systems in Inuit communities.
Drinking water advisories include short-term (under 1 year) and long-term (more than 1 year) boil water advisories, do not consume advisories, and do not use advisories for First Nation communities in Canada.
Calculating the number of drinking water advisories is a complex process. Water First relies on information from several different sources. 
Sources: www.watertoday.ca, www.sac-isc.ca, www.fnha.ca.
Last Updated: October 2023
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			Double your donation!
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			 Right now, Canada Life is generously matching all donations made to Water First up to $50,000. Give today for twice the impact!
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			Subscribe to our quarterly newsletter to stay up to date with our programs and how we are making a real difference, one community at a time.
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