"Rl SAFE WATER NEEDS
SIS SKILLED PEOPLE

Sustainable access to safe, clean
drinking water in Indigenous
communities continues to be a
critical issue in Canada.

“The only time people think about where their water comes
from is when they can’t drink it. They don’t realize people
are working 24 hours a day, testing daily, weekly, monthly to
make sure the water is good.”

Jamie Lee Parenteau, Water First Intern
Wabigoon Lake Ojibway Nation

Water First is Canada’s leading charity dedicated to working in
partnership with Indigenous communities to address local water
challenges through education, training and meaningful collaboration.

To date, we have collaborated with over 90
Indigenous communities across the country on
environmental and drinking water projects, and
hands-on water science education programs with
youth of all ages.

Water First’s collaborative approach sets us apart.
Trust building, meaningful partnerships and lasting
results are key strands that are woven together to
form Water First’s work. We strive to understand our
partner communities’ needs and preferences, and
to adapt the design and delivery of our programs

to unique community circumstances. This approach
is critical to program success and leads to strong
partnerships and lasting results.




Drinking Water Internship Program

15% of First Nations across Canada are affected by a drinking water
advisory. We know that infrastructure and technology alone cannot
solve the water crisis. Water First works with communities that have
identified training and education as one part of the solution to the
clean water crisis.

The Drinking Water Internship Program directly addresses the
complex water challenges faced by Indigenous communities by
training and supporting Indigenous adults in becoming certified
water treatment plant operators. These 15-month paid internships
prepare participants for a future in the professional water science
field and supports capacity building in their community.

Environmental Water Program

The lack of locally available training opportunities challenges Indigenous
communities’ vision of Indigenous-led resource management. Through
community-initiated projects and an Environmental Water Internship, the
Environmental Water Program offers training and education that supports
water and fish resource management in Indigenous communities.

Developed in consultation with community, these programs support long-
term environmental and water goals, and prepare participants for a future
in the professional water science and resource management field.

School Water Program

The School Water Program offers Indigenous learners from
Kindergarten - Grade 12 hands-on STEM and summer high
school credit courses right in their community.

These courses create unique opportunities to explore,
highlight and increase awareness among Indigenous learners
of the pathways that lead to a future career in drinking water
treatment and/or environmental water management.

Founded in 2009, Water First addresses drinking water and environmental water challenges in
Indigenous communities across Canada through education, training, and meaningful collaboration.

For more information, contact Ami Gopal, Director of Development and Communications
at ami.gopal@waterfirst.ngo or 1-800-970-8467 ext. 106
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