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“When Indigenous youth succeed, whole 
communities benefit,” CareerWise, February 6, 2023

“Sustainable Development Goals: Goal 6, Clean 
Water and Sanitation,” Statistics Canada, September 
28, 2022

“North Shore Tribal Council to help train water 
treatment plant operators,” The Sudbury Star, April 
6, 2022

“How two Indigenous water operators are helping to 
secure clean drinking water for their communities,” 
Fresh Air, CBC Radio, November 6, 2021

“‘In our culture, water is so much more. It’s sacred.’ 
New wave of Indigenous operators look to tackle 
drinking-water woes,” Toronto Star, October 24, 
2021

https://waterfirst.ngo/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Water-First-Drinking-Water-Internship-Overview.pdf
https://waterfirst.ngo/video-library/water-first-internship-video/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CKzJ2XsjOi8/
https://waterfirst.ngo/video-library/georgian-bay-drinking-water-internship-program-graduation-ceremony/
https://waterfirst.ngo/video-library/much-more-than-water-event-highlights/
https://waterfirst.ngo/video-library/much-more-than-water-event/
https://waterfirst.ngo/program-update/dw-fall-2022/?swcfpc=1http://
https://waterfirst.ngo/program-update/dw-spring-2022/
https://waterfirst.ngo/program-update/dw-fall-2021/
https://waterfirst.ngo/program-update/dw-spring-2021/
https://waterfirst.ngo/program-update/dw-fall-2020/
https://careerwise.ceric.ca/2023/02/06/when-indigenous-youth-succeed-whole-communities-benefit/#.Y-EQVOzMLzd
https://careerwise.ceric.ca/2023/02/06/when-indigenous-youth-succeed-whole-communities-benefit/#.Y-EQVOzMLzd
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-637-x/2022001/article/00006-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-637-x/2022001/article/00006-eng.htm
https://www.thesudburystar.com/news/local-news/north-shore-tribal-council-to-help-train-water-treatment-plant-operators
https://www.thesudburystar.com/news/local-news/north-shore-tribal-council-to-help-train-water-treatment-plant-operators
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-193-fresh-air/clip/15876974-how-two-indigenous-water-operators-helping-secure-clean
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-193-fresh-air/clip/15876974-how-two-indigenous-water-operators-helping-secure-clean
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2021/10/24/in-our-culture-water-is-so-much-more-its-sacred-new-wave-of-indigenous-operators-look-to-tackle-drinking-water-woes.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2021/10/24/in-our-culture-water-is-so-much-more-its-sacred-new-wave-of-indigenous-operators-look-to-tackle-drinking-water-woes.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2021/10/24/in-our-culture-water-is-so-much-more-its-sacred-new-wave-of-indigenous-operators-look-to-tackle-drinking-water-woes.html


“Training Indigenous water treatment plant operators,” 
Up North with Jonathan Pinto, CBC Radio, September 
16, 2021

“Water treatment internship empowers Indigenous 
youth and their communities,” National Post, June 2021

“How a resilient group of young Indigenous water 
treatment interns become new water treatment plant 
operators despite 2020 challenges,” Water Canada 
Magazine, May/June 2021

“Indigenous youth are learning to become water 
treatment operators in northern Ontario,” CBC News, 
December 2020

“Indigenous water treatment plant operators,” Up 
North with Jonathan Pinto, CBC Radio, December 
2020

Ending Long-Term Water Advisories on The Agenda 
with Steve Paikin, TVO, December 2020

Raw Talk Podcast, University of Toronto, November 
2020 

Canadaland podcast mentioning Water First, 
November 2020

“First Nations skills-training program has partnership at 
heart,” CERIC, May 2020

“New Internship Program Aims to Address Water 
Challenges in First Nations Communities,” Water 
Canada, March 2020

“NWO First Nations launch program to train water plant 
operators,” CBC News, March 2020

Profile by corporate partner, The RBC Foundation, 
June 2019

Water’s Next award recipient, May 2019

“Providing employment opportunities for First Nations 
youth to succeed in the water industry,” Water Canada 
Magazine, January/February 2019

“First Nation water guardians graduate from Water 
First pilot,” Manitoulin Expositor, September 2018 

“Pilot project trains Indigenous youth to help tackle 
water challenges in their communities,” CBC News, 
August 2018  

“Water alone won’t solve the water crisis in Indigenous 
communities,” Macleans, March 2018

“Reconciling Promises and Reality: Clean Drinking 
Water for First Nations,” David Suzuki Foundation, 
2018. This report singled out the Water First Internship 
Program as an example of a successful initiative 
addressing the issue.

https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-84-up-north/clip/15866680-training-indigenous-water-treatment-plant-operators
https://nationalpost.com/special-sections/national-indigenous-peoples-day/water-treatment-internship-empowers-indigenous-youth-and-their-communities
https://nationalpost.com/special-sections/national-indigenous-peoples-day/water-treatment-internship-empowers-indigenous-youth-and-their-communities
https://www.watercanada.net/feature/water-treatment-plant-internship-program-supports-young-indigenous-adults/
https://www.watercanada.net/feature/water-treatment-plant-internship-program-supports-young-indigenous-adults/
https://www.watercanada.net/feature/water-treatment-plant-internship-program-supports-young-indigenous-adults/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/sudbury-water-treatment-program-1.5836337
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/sudbury-water-treatment-program-1.5836337
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-84-up-north/clip/15813614-indigenous-water-treatment-plant-operators
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-84-up-north/clip/15813614-indigenous-water-treatment-plant-operators
https://www.tvo.org/video/ending-long-term-water-advisories
https://www.tvo.org/video/ending-long-term-water-advisories
https://waterfirst.ngo/video-library/raw-talk-podcast-2020/
https://soundcloud.com/user-354515982/jon-pearson-canadaland-water-first/s-IkE6TweY059
https://careerwise.ceric.ca/2020/05/27/first-nations-skills-training-program-has-partnership-at-heart/#.X_8yt8VKjzd
https://careerwise.ceric.ca/2020/05/27/first-nations-skills-training-program-has-partnership-at-heart/#.X_8yt8VKjzd
https://www.watercanada.net/new-internship-program-aims-to-address-water-challenges-in-first-nations-communities/
https://www.watercanada.net/new-internship-program-aims-to-address-water-challenges-in-first-nations-communities/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/bimose-tribal-council-water-training-1.5497358
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/bimose-tribal-council-water-training-1.5497358
https://discover.rbcroyalbank.com/its-not-a-job-its-a-career-the-internship-program-changing-lives-in-ontario/
https://www.watercanada.net/feature/celebrating-the-winners-of-the-2019-waters-next-awards/
https://www.manitoulin.com/first-nation-water-guardians-graduate-from-water-first-pilot/
https://www.manitoulin.com/first-nation-water-guardians-graduate-from-water-first-pilot/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/water-first-internship-1.4797065
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/water-first-internship-1.4797065
https://www.macleans.ca/opinion/money-alone-wont-solve-the-water-crisis-in-indigenous-communities/
https://www.macleans.ca/opinion/money-alone-wont-solve-the-water-crisis-in-indigenous-communities/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/reconciling-promises-and-reality/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/reconciling-promises-and-reality/


Paige Manitowabi
Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory
Water First Graduate

A Water Walker from Manitoulin Island and 
graduate of the pilot internship program, 
Paige has worked as an environmental 
field technician at Wahnapitae First Nation 
while also pursuing a degree in Restoration 
Ecology at Laurentian University.

In 2021, Paige was hired on as the Project 
Coordinator for the Internship in Georgian 
Bay. From being an intern herself, to an 
active graduate in her community, to leading 
the next internship and supporting a new 
cohort of interns; Paige is dedicated to 
ensuring safe, clean water in Indigenous 
communities.

In 2022, PAIGE, a new short film by Water 
First and Untold Storytelling, follows the story 
of Paige as she inspires Indigenous youth to 
be water protectors.

NSTC Internship
• Austin Waboose

Intern Profiles

Bimose Internship 
• Hunter Edison
• Jeremy Ledoux-Redsky
• Nathan Copenace

Georgian Bay Internship
• Bella Mcleod
• Lori Corbiere
• Nick Chapman

Documentaries

PAIGE: A Short Film

https://www.instagram.com/p/Cly6662prWP/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CmHLSggszmP/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CC3bEvMFVhq/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CDtfCjAlKPb/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cl6Tt0UsSp3/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/experience-in-a-big-city-treatment-plant/
https://waterfirst.ngo/news/how-to-be-the-safety-line/
https://waterfirst.ngo/video-library/paige-a-short-film-2/


THE COMMUNITIES
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Manitoulin Internship 
(2017-2018)

Aundeck Omni Kaning First Nation

M’Chigeeng First Nation

Sheguiandah First Nation

Sheshegwaning First Nation

Whitefish River First Nation

Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory

Zhiibaahaasing First Nation   

Bimose Internship 
(2020-2021)

Eagle Lake First Nation

Iskatewizaagegan 39 Independant 
First Nation

Lac des Mille Lacs First Nation

Niisaachewan Anishinaabe Nation

Northwest Angle 33

Obashkaandagaang First Nation

Iskatewizaagegan 40 Independent 
First Nation

Wabaseemoong Independent 
Nations

Wabauskang First Nation

Wabigoon Lake Ojibway Nation

Wauzhushk Onigum First Nation

Georgian Bay Internship 
(2021-2022)

Dokis First Nation 

Henvey Inlet First Nation

Magnetawan First Nation

Nipissing First Nation

Shawanaga First Nation

Temagami First Nation

Wahnapitae First Nation

Wasauksing First Nation

NSTC Internship 
(2022-2023)

Atikameksheng Anishnawbek First 
Nation

Batchewana First Nation

Garden River First Nation

Mississauga First Nation

Sagamok First Nation

Serpent River First Nation

Thessalon First Nation


